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Programme area 

1. BACKGROUND 

This is a brief summary of the Annual Implementation Report (AIR) for the Cooperation Programme 

Interreg V-A Slovenia-Austria for the programming period 2014-2020, which reports on the 

implementation of the programme during 

the calendar year 2017. The report was 

prepared by the Government Office for 

Development and European Cohesion 

Policy, acting as the Managing Authority 

(MA) of the programme in cooperation 

with its programme partners. It was 

approved by the Monitoring Committee on 

7 March 2018 and sent to the European 

Commission (EC). The programme is co-

financing projects from the European 

Regional Development Fund (ERDF), that 

contribute efficiently to the overall 

objective of the programme, which is to ensure the harmonious development of participating cross-

border (CB) regions and to enable all citizens to make the best use of given natural conditions and 

opportunities, taking into account the specifics of each part of the programme area. The co-financed 

projects are corresponding to the following priority axes and related specific objectives:  

 

2. OVERVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COOPERATION 
PROGRAMME 

In 2017, the implementation of the programme ran very actively with approving 10 additional projects, 

getting the positive opinion on the designation of the MA/Certifying Authority (CA), sending the first 

payment request to the European Commission (EC), closing the 3rd deadline for submission of projects,  
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ωInvestment Priority: 1(b) 
Promoting business 
investment in innovation and 
research, and developing 
links and synergies between 
enterprises, R&D centres and 
higher education

ωSpecific objective 1: 
Strengthening R&I in 
technological and economic 
fields of strength through 
CB cooperation of relevant 
stakeholders.

ωSpecific objective 2: 
Broadening the basis of 
innovating enterprises in 
the programme area.

ωSpecific objective 3: 
Increasing the level of 
internationalization of 
enterprises, especially SMEs 
in the programme area P
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ωInvestment Priority: 6(c) 
Protecting, promoting and 
developing cultural and 
natural heritage

ωSpecific objective: Achieving 
sustainable development of 
natural and cultural 
heritage

ωInvestment Priority: 6(f): 
Promoting innovative 
technologies to improve 
environmental protection 
and resource efficiency in 
waste sector, water sector, 
soil protection or to reduce 
air pollution

ωSpecific objective: 
Innovation insustainable 
management and 
utilization of water 
resources
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ωInvestment Priority: 11(b) 
promoting legal and 
administrative cooperation 
and cooperation between 
citizens and institutions

ωSpecific objective 1: 
Improving cooperation in 
the fields of risk 
management, energy, 
health and social cohesion

ωSpecific objective 2: 
Improving interactions 
among municipalities and 
citizens within the CB 
region
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etc. The MA and JS met twice with the programme partners (National/Regional Authorities (NAs/RAs), 

CA, First Level Control (FLC)) at the Bilateral working group (BWG) meetings to discuss topics related 

to the programme implementation. On 1 and 2 February 2017, the Monitoring Committee members 

met at their 3rd meeting in order to decide on the project applications received within the 2nd deadline 

for submission. The same programme body met also on 23 May 2017 on the 4th Monitoring Committee 

meeting to discuss programme related issues. 

WHAT HAS CHANGED?  

Within the 23 projects in implementation, performing activities on improving quality of life in the 

programme area, 781 enterprises are planned to receive non-financial support and are affected by the 

project activities, 11 enterprises are included as project partners in those projects. The programme 

supports by now 4 cross-border projects in the field of R&D and another 4 in the field of 

internationalisation. 18 newly developed and/or improved joint cross-border tourist products are 

being developed, supported by 10 tourism related services. One project is searching for solutions in 

the field of water management by developing a management strategy on modelling, monitoring and 

forecasting studies. More than 100 institutions are participating in joint cross-border initiatives to 

enhance institutional capacity by strengthening the cooperation within cross-border networks, 

improving public services, reduce administrative burden, etc.  

In two to three years, citizens in the involved regions should benefit from concrete results of the 

implemented activities covering the programme indicators. 

3. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PRIORITY AXIS IN 2017 HIGHLIGHTED IN 
FIGURES 

During the year 2017, 10 additional projects (6 projects in the frame of priority axis 1, 1 project in the 

frame of priority axis 2, and 3 projects in the frame of priority axis 3) in the amount of 11,495,011.00 

EUR ERDF funds were approved for co-financing. On 5 April 2017, the Subsidy contracts for the co-

financing with funds from the ERDF were signed. For the beneficiaries of these projects, the workshop 

on reporting for the projects approved in the frame of the second deadline was held on 14 June 2017 

in Dobrna.  By the end of 2017, Subsidy contracts in the amount of 24,107,125.67 EUR ERDF funds 

were signed for all 23 projects, which represents 54% of the funds available for projects.  

Figure 1: contracted ERDF funds per priority axis 

 


