
 

Date: 27/03/2018 

Summaries of Approved Projects from the 1st Deadline of the Open Call in the 

Frame of Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A Slovenia-Austria 

The projects were approved at the 2nd meeting of the Monitoring Committee of the programme 

Interreg V-A Slovenia-Austria (2 and 3 June 2016). The ERDF Subsidy Contracts for the projects have 

been signed.   

The summaries of the projects were prepared by the applicants in the context of the submitted project 

applications. 

 

Priority axis 1 (Strengthening CB competitiveness, research and innovation): 

 
Project acronym: E-SME (724.249,75 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Energieregion Oststeiermark GmbH 

Project Partners: Razvojni center Murska Sobota, Območna obrtno-podjetniška zbornica Murska 

Sobota, TU Graz - Technische Universität Graz, Znanstveno-raziskovalno središče Bistra Ptuj 

common challenge 

+ Strengthening of cross-border competition, innovation, European innovation partnerships, network 

co-operation, service+product innovation for SME 

+ Missing e-mobility implementation due to insecurity, lack of innovation and information on the 

performance of E-Mobility 

overall objective, expected change 

Increasing cross-border competitiveness and innovativeness of SME´s through know-how- and 

network transfer, development of services and demonstration in the field of e-mobility 

main outputs 

+ 17 events to e-mobility know-how transfer 

+ the initial situation 

+ sector overview E-mobility 

+ concrete SME pilot models for services/products 

+ 2 transnational electric rallys 

+ 1 E-SME Network 

+ 1 EU Study Tour 

profiteer 

SME´s, companies, research and educational institutions, public provider, authorities, interest groups, 

NGO's, public, interested, ... 

overall approach 



E-mobility know-how is applied strategically to SMEs and the market; experts develop SMEs 

marketable pilot models for e-mobility services/products. Through cross-border electric Rally's, E-SME 

Network and communication activities performance is demonstrated 

cross-border/transnational approach 

The overall project objective can not be reached without cross-border cooperation. All E-SME services 

and outputs across are transnational and bilingial 

new / original / innovative 

For SME's/companies the topic of e-mobility will be examined for opportunities to competitive market 

approaches across borders for the first time. So innovative SME-pilot-models for services/products and 

an active e-SME Network will be created. 

Project acronym: IRIC (1.010.457,30 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: ROW Regionalmanagement Obersteiermark West GmbH 

Project Partners: Pomurski tehnološki park d.o.o., USOL - Razvoj, proizvodnja in inženiring d.o.o., 

Gospodarska zbornica Slovenije, E-zavod, TOB - Technologieoffensive Burgenland GmbH, NET-

Automation GmbH 

The IRIC project is focused on supporting development of competitive products and their launch on 

international markets, since internalisation activities of SMEs improve their growth and competences 

and favour their long-term success. Studies confirm that SMEs active on international markets create 

more workplaces and are more innovative comparing to those that are not. In the framework of the 

last programming period cooperation and coordination among SMEs and institutions in the cross 

border area has been very dynamic, therefore the existing potential can be used, upgraded and tested 

also in the field of SMEs internalization. 

The main goal of the project is to enhance the number of SMEs engaged on international markets in 

the cross border area. Most SMEs lack information, knowledge and support how to enter foreign 

markets and since they are small, they are risk averse and insecure. The project focuses on tackling the 

mentioned issues and barriers. The project will offer support to 20 SMEs in the process of entering 

international German and English speaking markets and supports 2 project partner SMEs to test their 

new products on international markets. A common cross border coaching scheme, strategy and action 

plan, tools and services to support internalisation of SMEs and export plans will be developed, followed 

by different B2B events, to enhance the internalisation activities of SMEs. 

The innovativeness of the project approach includes development of a common cross border coaching 

scheme which will work as support platform of common contacts, networks, knowledge and tools. The 

common coaching scheme will enable the identification of common strategic opportunities, 

development of cross border added value chains and clusters, which is essential for successful 

internalisation of SMEs in the cross border area.  

Project acronym: MMO3D (979.042,61 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: OPREMA RAVNE pnevmatika, hidravlika, orodja in tehnološke linije d.o.o. 



Project Partners: Wood Carinthian Competence Center, ROBOTEH avtomatizacija in robotizacija 

d.o.o., Fakulteta za elektrotehniko - Univerza v Ljubljani, Fachhochschule Kärnten – gemeinnützige 

Privatstiftung 

The main output of the project will be a robot cell for 3D printing of composite, light and natural 

materials. For this purpose, a new technology of 6-axial printing with fiber manipulator will be 

developed, which will enable manufacturing of geometrically more complex products from high-

strength lightweight materials. The overall challenge of the program area we are solving with the cross-

border cooperation in the project is the strengthening of research and technological development, 

competitiveness and innovation through synergic cooperation of R&D stakeholders (companies, R & D 

centres and higher education institutions). The overall objective of the project is, on the promising 

fields of mechanical engineering and robotics, to connect competent R&D stakeholders and existing 

knowledge in the program area and encourage the transfer of technology and expertise for developing 

new products, technologies and services, and thus contribute to improving economic cohesion and 

region's competitiveness. Currently, R&D players are insufficiently cooperating; therefore it is coming 

to diversification and weaker activation of development potential in the region. There is a significant 

need for better cooperation. Battery box for electric vehicles will be an object, where the new 

technology and its potential will be demonstrated. The robot cell is designed as a mobile unit and will 

be available for all partners for demonstration and learning purpose. 

Development institutions and the region's economy, which is very closely related to the field of 

mechanical engineering, technological and computer-aided processes, as well as educational 

institutions and students, will acquire knowledge and benefit from outputs. The consortium consists 

of partners who have previous experience in this area. The results cannot be achieved without cross-

border cooperation, as joint partnership brings together complementary strengths and added value.  

Project acronym: regioWIN (723.141,75 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Innovation Region Styria GmbH 

Project Partners: Štajerska gospodarska zbornica, Evropski kulturni in tehnološki center Maribor, 

socialno podjetje,  Ljudska univerza Murska Sobota, Zavod za permanentno izobraževanje, Business 

Frauen Center Klagenfurt, Energie Center Lipizzanerheimat GmbH, Technologiezentrum 

Deutschlandsberg GmbH, Freiraum GmbH & Co KG 

The project aims to the program-specific target, increasing cross-border cooperation among 

companies for internationalization. The focus of the present project lies on female entrepreneurs in 

peripheral regions, because it shows on one hand a big potential for cross-border cooperation in the 

program area and on the other hand there is a need to provide basic frameworks and access for new 

markets, as well to get to know new potential cooperation partners. The strong entrepreneurial 

diversity of women is a not to be underestimated economic factor in the regions. The issue 

Internationalization does need a gradual approach, to build up the necessary skills and conditions of 

women entrepreneurs. The measures will be a multi-step process to support the creation of a stable 

environment for cross-border cooperation, and to make new international markets visible for 

entrepreneurs.  The approach is the establishment of inter-company networks - namely multi- sectorial 

in order to develop possible joint internationalization potentials. The core outputs are: 1 sustainable 

network, 10 active cross-border cooperation and 1 example of B2B international, 1 specific CB SME 

Service. This requires cross-border pilot activities such as cooperation events (B2B events, fact finding 

tours, meetings in small groups, etc.) In addition, the women will exchange their know-how to each 



other accompanied by cross-border expert to matters like target market SI AT, interesting international 

markets, intercultural knowledge, legal aspects, communcation and softskills. Regional will be trainings 

like communication, soft skills etc. implemented. Intensive support, use of synergies and knowledge-

transfer by the project partners and intermediaries in the program regions, as well as efficient 

cooperation across national and corporate boundaries, pave the way for new international markets 

and increase the added value. 

Project acronym: SMART PRODUCTION (1.187.752,94 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Pomurski tehnološki park 

Project Partners: Univerza v Mariboru, Slovenski institut za kakovost in meroslovje, CAMPUS 02 

Fachhochschule der Wirtschaft GmbH, Evolaris next level GmbH, Forschung Burgenland GmbH, 

Fachhochschule Kärnten, gemeinnützige Privatstiftung 

COMMON CHALLENGE of the project is aimed at increasing the territorial competitiveness of the 

manufacturing industry, which is the main generator of R & D activities, innovation, growth and 

employment, as companies are more and more facing the increased pressure from low-cost economies 

on one and with highly innovative and advanced supply chains from more competitive and developed 

economies on the other side. GENERAL OBJECTIVE focuses on the database enlargement of innovation-

oriented production SMEs in the program area in the field of joint technological specialization and 

consistent with the orientation of smart specialization strategies, particularly in the area of “smart 

factories" where the main OUTPUTS tied to investments in technological and non-technological 

Innovation in at least 60 cross-border SMEs and results as establishing: 20 projects of a quality system, 

20 projects of lean manufacturing, 10 projects of setting up a system efficiency and min 10 of new 

products or technology transfers, and min 5 of new technology companies. PROJECT INNOVATIVENESS 

is reflected in the common way of solving the challenges with an interdisciplinary approach 

(certification of production processes, human resource management, use of advanced technologies 

and tools), the inter-regional cooperation (Eastern Slovenia, Western Slovenia, Styria, Burgenland and 

Carinthia) and cross-sectoral integration (mechatronics, ICT, energy, etc.) to increase innovation 

capacity and the level of competitiveness of these enterprises in the global marketplace. The project 

will include TWO APPROACHES: the first " top down", based on national measures in the framework 

of which will be linked companies and sought their interregional synergy effects and based on a 

"bottom up", which It will be based on market opportunities each interregional group companies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summaries of Approved Projects from the 2nd Deadline of the Open Call in the 

Frame of Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A Slovenia-Austria 

The projects were discussed in the frame of the 3rd Monitoring Committee meeting of the Cooperation 

Programme Interreg V-A Slovenia-Austria (1 and 2 February 2017) and were approved in the frame of 

the 7th Written Procedure (10 February 2017). The ERDF Subsidy Contracts for the projects have been 

signed.   

The summaries of the projects were prepared by the applicants in the context of the submitted project 

applications. 

 

Priority axis 1 (Strengthening CB competitiveness, research and innovation): 

 
Project acronym: ABS – Network  (690.161,75 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Technische Universität Graz 

Project Partners: TIKO PRO, podjetniško svetovanje d.o.o., Talum, Tovarna aluminija d. d. Kidričevo 

The overall objective of the project is to develop a solar thermally activated facade panel (STAF-panel) for the 

effective use of solar energy in order to reduce the energy demand of a building. Technological innovation is the 

merging of the roll-bonding technology of the industrial partner Talum with the knowledge of forming and facade 

technology of Graz University of Technology. The integral design makes it possible to integrate additional 

functions into the building envelope. Due to the thermal activation of the facade (energy harvesting, heating and 

cooling), the energy balance of the building is improved. Output of the project is to develop a prototype of STAF-

panel on the one hand and to bring together competent partner in the field of renewable energy sources and 

the associated disciplines (construction, architecture and engineering) of the program region in a knowledge 

network on the other. Thus, the project contributes to the improvement of cross-border cooperation and 

competitiveness of relevant stakeholders through knowledge transfer, strengthening of R & I, use of R & D 

infrastructure, transfer and use of innovative R & D solutions in the above mentioned disciplines. Outputs of the 

project will benefit the industrialists and knowledge institutions as well as students of the program region, for 

which we will organize business meetings. Towards the end of the project joint proposals for the launch of the 

STAF-panels in the program region will be worked out on the basis of newly acquired technical and conceptual 

knowledge in terms of manufacturing of solar thermally activated facade panels. Through our interdisciplinary 

model further cooperation and formation of new transnational consortia will be encouraged. The uniqueness of 

the partnership lies in the fact that here skills and knowledge are brought together, which currently do not exist 

in this form in the program region. 

 

Project acronym: CapaCon  (787.362,36  EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: TECES 

Project Partners: Fachhochschule Kärnten – gemeinnützige Privatstiftung, Univerza v Mariboru, 

Fakulteta za elektrotehniko, računalništvo in informatiko, Forschung Burgenland GmbH 

COMMON CHALLENGE strengthen R&I on the technological and economic areas of cross-border cooperation 

between relevant stakeholders. Activities tackle weaknesses identified in SWOT SI-AT on R&I; Heterogeneous 

levels of R&D and innovation intensity, R&D is concentrated in regional centres not reaching to periphery, R&D 

and innovation is supported in large enterprises and SMEs are lagging behind, Lack of industry and science 

cooperation, Low knowledge on SMEs scientific &technological skills 



MAIN OVERAL OBJECTIVE: to link existing knowledge, skills and R&I capacity of businesses (Industry and SMEs), 

research institutions and stakeholders on perspective technology and research intensive field of ENERGY 

CONVERSION and MANAGEMENT. Identified focus areas are built on OBVIOUS technological and economic 

ADVANTAGES of CB areas aligned with partner’s competencies: 1 HIGH EFFICIENCY POWER CONVERTERS, 2 

ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS, and 3 DEVICES AND SYSTEMS for IMPROVING ENERGY EFFICIENCY 

MAIN OUTPUT Enhanced innovation capacity of SMEs with partners and target groups engagement to achieve 

the CB needed results: CB Identification study (Mapping&Trends,) 3CB Innovative case studies, 4 large CB events, 

SI and AT Stakeholder Reports, project web platform (EN, AT, SI). Results bring BENEFIT to all stakeholders, 

especially to CB regions itself and its improved capacity to develop advanced products 

PLANNED APPROACH: UMFERI as scientific, FB and FH-Kärnten as educational institutions, are transferring 

knowledge to future scientists, craftsmen, entrepreneurs and form the project educational base. TECES as cluster 

with collaboration networks (Industry and SMEs), is familiar with innovation needs of SMEs and means to 

overcome the R&I fragmentation of CB 

INNOVATIVE: Liability of partners to regional SMEs is encouraging all stakeholders of CB peripheral areas to 

surpass their limitations and get involved in CapaCon for the realization of high added value products&systems 

 

Project acronym: EXPEDIRE  (1.197.063,18 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: ICS Internationalisierungscenter Steiermark GmbH 

Project Partners: Wirtschaftskammer Kärnten, Gospodarska zbornica Slovenije, Mariborska razvojna 

agencija p.o., Ortner Reinraumtechnik GmbH 

International operations strengthen economic growth, improve global competitiveness and support long-term 

corporate sustainability.” This perception of the cooperation program is additionally shared by the EXPEDIRE 

project partners, who have set themselves the target of increasing the number of exporting companies and 

border crossing internationalization projects. More precisely, the project partners will initiate ten corporate 

partnerships and acquire 150 small and medium-sized enterprises as neo-exporters. 

In order to accomplish such ambitious objectives, a service portfolio, which will be characterized by its complexity 

and complementarity, will be provided. Due to the EXPEDIRE business collaboration, 300 small and medium-sized 

enterprises will be involved in this project, whereby it can be assured that the performances are target-group-

specific and demand-oriented. By means of their inputs, the involved enterprises will therefore actively 

contribute to the EXPEDIRE’s service portfolio. 

On the one hand these services cover networking events, which will support the development of cross-border 

business collaboration and on the other hand novel support services and qualification measures for the export 

are offered. The latter are bundled in an export academy which is composed of on-site modules and on-line 

trainings in English and will enable the participants to tackle concrete export-related challenges. This is supported 

and completed by consultancy services, and individualized support of potential neo-exporters, which are 

accessing new markets. 

After the project duration the service portfolio, successfully built up within EXPEDIRE, will be further expanded 

and actively used. 

 

Project acronym: Passport to Export  (679.776,15 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: evolaris next level GmbH 



Project Partners: Fachhochschule Burgenland GmbH, XiTrust Secure Technologies GmbH, 

Mednarodna fakulteta za družbene in poslovne študije, IAS - Inštitut za napredne tehnologije in 

trajnostni razvoj Murska Sobota, Šumer podjetje za proizvodnjo, trgovino in storitve d.o.o. 

JOINT CHALLENGE: The project focuses on supporting the development of new products and the 

internationalization of technology based companies in developed markets of Switzerland (SUI) and Italy (ITA) 

wherein consortium partners come exclusively from the eastern part of eligible area where these companies 

don’t have opportunities to participate in bilateral programs with SUI and ITA. 

OBJECTIVE: The main objective of the project is to increase number of internationalized SMEs in border area, 

especially for technology and innovation-oriented companies, as for the economy and technology providers in 

the program area, where sustain international growth and export markets are open. 

OUTPUTS: 1 Strategic Action Plan of established structures for cooperation with target markets in SUI &  ITA; 1 

export Academy SME training program; 24 supported internationalizing SMEs, min. 2 developed new 

products/services which will be subject of internationalization; 2 international events (1x SUI, 1x ITA), min 10 B2B 

meetings. 

APPROACH: Activities will be supported by experts from SI-AT and those of target regions in SUI & Northern ITA, 

where selected partner organizations already signed a Letter of support (Technopark Zurich: network of 6 parks 

in 4 cantons; AFIL Cluster Lombardy, Industrial Association Treviso/Veneto, IDM South Tirol,CNA Emilia 

Romagna). 

INNOVATION: reflects in project approach, where long-term sustainable strategic action plan for SUI & ITA in 

field of "internationalization technology & innovation" and with partners, will indicate a direction of future 

development and will be supported by a custom-designed SMEs’ training program, implemented in framework 

of export Academy. Businesses will be able to benefit from shared contacts, networks, knowledge, tools while 

scheme will enable search for joint strategic opportunities, the development of cross-border value 

chains/clusters, which all are crucial for the success of internationalization of SMEs. 

 

Project acronym: RETINA  ( 1.500.257,65 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Univerza v Novi Gorici 

Project Partners: Kemijski inštitut, Primorski tehnološki park d.o.o., Technische Universtät Graz, 

Polymer Competence Center Leoben GmbH, Montanuniversität Leoben, CTR Carinthian Tech Research 

AG 

The programme area is currently facing a high fragmentation of research and innovation (R&I) capacities. 

Consequently, most of the companies in peripheral regions have poor access to R&I infrastructure, are not 

innovating and experience a limited value added growth. This is especially true in the field of advanced material 

engineering for industrial applications. Although the potential market for products based on functional materials 

is extremely diverse (energy storage, electronics, pharmaceuticals, aerospace, etc.), companies in peripheral 

areas cannot efficiently take advantage of the available R&I infrastructure for developing new products. 

RETINA aims at addressing these challenges by building a network of established laboratories with 

complementary skills in material science and providing research centres and small, medium and large enterprises 

with a "single entry point" access to the network. This will increase the chances of reaching the critical mass of 

R&I facilities in the area, stimulate companies to invest in R&I and consequently contribute to enhancing the 

competitiveness of less favoured regions. 

The project's main outputs will be informative events, laboratory visits, Pilot Actions performed in collaboration 

with industries and research centres, and feedback to public authorities, targeting different groups (scientific 

partners, knowledge transfer intermediaries, industries and decision makers) to maximize the impact. 

A highly fragmented R&I infrastructure in the field of material science prevents reaching the project goals on 

regional and national levels. A cross-border initiative is therefore essential for the successful implementation of 



the proposal.  An interregional network providing access to its research facilities through a "single entry point" 

is what makes the project unique compared with other collaboration initiatives, which usually take place locally. 

 

 

Project acronym: Start-up AA  (1.004.460,46 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: IRP, zavod 

Project Partners: Lakeside Science & Technology Park GmbH, Tehnološki park Ljubljana, d.o.o., 

Kärntner Wirtschaftsförderungsfonds 

Start-ups tend to develop much better, grow faster and create more jobs if they act within a dynamic start-up 

ecosystems. In last years the battle for talents has intensified on the global level and it has boosted the outflow 

of talents and start-ups from the cross border areas into the more attractive ecosystems such as Silicon Valley, 

Boston, Berlin and London. It is not only rural areas that are affected by this outflow, but also larger urban areas. 

The key challenge of the cross border area is, how to strengthen the quality of services of key stakeholders of 

ecosystem and how to create the largest number of possible linkages between them. The main overall objective 

of the project is increase in quality and range of services and resources for talents and start-ups in cross border 

region by developing a unique cross border globally recognizable start-up destination Start:up Alpe-Adria which 

will be made of connected local Start:up HUBs and stakeholders of ecosystem connected in the Resource 

container, which will offer their services and resources on local, national and the cross border level. In the project 

we will implement a scheme of joint cross border support to the talents and start-ups (in seed phase, growth 

phase). We will develop start-up destination into a globally recognizable destination which will attract local and 

international stakeholders of the start-up ecosystem. In recent years, the partners as well as other stakeholders 

nourished the notion that only with cross border cooperation we are able to create an internationally 

competitive start-up ecosystem in which we can support local and attract foreign entrepreneurial talents in their 

efforts to create start-up companies. Development also involves cooperation of stakeholders that can be 

considered in competition, this means the concept is not totally simple and will need a lot of innovativenes to 

become reality. All activities will be developed based on innovative lean methodologies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Summaries of Approved Projects from the 3rd Deadline of the Open Call in the 

Frame of Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A Slovenia-Austria 

The projects were approved at the 5th meeting of the Monitoring Committee of the programme 

Interreg V-A Slovenia-Austria (6 and 7 March 2018). The ERDF Subsidy Contracts for the projects have 

not been signed yet. The data of the projects was prepared by the applicants in the context of the 

submitted project applications and will be adapted after the signing of the ERDF Subsidy contracts.  

 

Priority axis 1 (Strengthening CB competitiveness, research and innovation): 

 
Project acronym: Connect SME Plus (531.210,05 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Območna obrtno-podjetniška zbornica Kranj 

Project Partners: NETS, podjetje za storitve, d.o.o., Kranj, Slovenska gospodarska zveza v 

Celovcu/Slowenischer Wirtschaftsverband Kärnten, FH JOANNEUM Gesellschaft mbH, trinitec IT 

Solutions & Consulting GmbH 

Connect SME Plus is a follow-up of a previous project that analysed the cross border cooperation of small and 

medium sized companies (SME). The research shows that more than two thirds of these SMEs are not exporting. 

Among them 89% shares the opinion that an external support would be needed to consider eventual 

neighbouring or third market entrance. Regardless the fact that some of SME products have market and 

innovative potential, fear, lack of ambitions, language, occupancy with local market, lack of time, staff, finances 

or networks as well as isolation from dynamic urban start up milieu represent the main reasons for weak or even 

no of international activity of SMEs. Key challenges is activation of border SMEs while exploiting and networking 

existing institutional and research framework, their R&D, networks, existing training programmes as well as 

taking advantage of new market and digital trends. General project objective is to strengthen cross border and 

global business connectivity of peripheral border SMEs that demonstrate the highest growth and innovation 

potential and thus contribute to their long term competiveness. Results, changes and innovativeness: Through 

empowering competences of SMEs for traditional and digital internationalisation, the project will influence 

change from local to global mind-set across 300 border SMEs. By practical cross border school of 

internationalisation, mentoring and concrete experience in neighbouring or foreign markets, 40 SMEs will raise 

their competences to be able of carrying internationalisation activities independently. Earlier, the promotion of 

cross border business cooperation depended mainly on external consultants, Connect SME Plus builds on 

companies and our own human resource potentials. At the same time the project creates a cross border network 

which will be able to provide support to SMEs in accessing neighbouring and other foreign markets also after the 

project is completed.   

 

Project acronym: FIREEXPERT (499.894,01 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Fachhochschule Kärnten - gemeinnützige Privatstiftung 

Project Partners: IBA - Ingenieurbüro Anderwald/Sachverständigenbüro Anderwald, Zavod za 

gradbeništvo Slovenije, Slovensko združenje za požarno varstvo, Združenje za beton Slovenije 

The main goal of the project is building an expert and innovation center for civil engineering industry and for 

industry of building materials which will operate in the field of fire safety according to ‘Living Laboratory’ 

principles (LivingLab, LL).  The main output of the project is a written document, which describes organization of 

the center and its activities. The center will offer advanced experimental (fire tests) and numerical investigations 



(simulations) for the adaption and optimization of fire behaviour of products during the phase of their design 

and development. For small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), the investment in their own equipment and 

personnel for such research is generally too high. Thus, a danger exists that that their innovative ideas could not 

be realized within the framework of the EU fire performance regulations. In addition to offering advanced 

research support to companies in the process of development of new products, the use of advanced engineering 

methods for assessment of fire evolution and fire spread will be also offered. In this way the center will also meet 

the needs of target groups in the field of fire fighting, insurance, etc. 

With the establishment of the new LL center, the project FIREEXPERT contributes to the overall challenge of the 

program area, where strengthening in the areas of research, technological development, competitiveness and 

innovation should be achieved through cross-border synergic cooperation of relevant development actors 

(companies, research centers and universities ...). The center will consist of partners who already have 

experience in the relevant fields. Since partners on both sides of the border complement each other, which 

represents significant added value, the goals can not be achieved without a cross-border cooperation. 

 

Project acronym: GO 2 BENELUX AND SCANDINAVIA (499.800,34 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Pomurski tehnološki park 

Project Partners: MMS&SS d.o.o., CAMPUS 02 Fachhochschule der Wirtschaft GmbH, Fachhochschule 

Kärnten, gemeinnützige Privatstiftung, PMS Elektro- und Automationstechnik GmbH 

Due to limited resources and the risk aversion faced by SMEs in foreign markets, the process of internationalizing 

SMEs is fundamentally different as for large companies. 

THE COMMON CHALLENGE of the project is directed towards the implementation of common cross-border 

network for SUPPORTING INTERNALIZATION OF SMEs in the markets of the BENELUX and SKANDINAVES 

countries based on the joint presence of partners from the cross-border area and the critical mass of the 

necessary resources for the breakthrough on these markets. 

The overall objective of the project is to increase the number of internationalized SMEs in the cross-border area 

based on shared competencies and common areas of smart specialization, which will allow greater added value 

on both sides of the border. 

THE MAIN OUTPUT of the project is to establish a long-term sustainable cross-border network within which the 

support program will be developed and tested for at least five companies in their internationalization on the 

markets of Benelux and Scandinavian countries. Export capability will be checked, business models created, B2B 

workshops organized, and demonstration visits to the target markets performed. 

PROJECT INNOVATION is reflected in the networking model of internationalization, which takes into account the 

situation and competition in a given foreign market, as companies are internationalized through the 

establishment and maintenance of relations between partners in international networks. Businesses can thus 

expand to foreign markets through existing relationships that enable the company to make contacts and support 

the company in developing the position on the new market. The project foundation will be FLETCHER'S 

APPROACH, based on the gradual, learning approach, networking approach and random approach, that is, 

external events that allow the company to skip certain development stages. 

 

Project acronym: Poly Metal (528.141,99 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Gorenje gospodinjski aparati d.d. 

Project Partners: Fakulteta za tehnologijo polimerov, Richard Hiebler GmbH, Polymer Competence 

Center Leoben GmbH, Intra lighting d.o.o., Montanuniversität Leoben 



The main goal of the project is the CB cooperation, networking and joint R&D of SMEs, R&D institutions from less 

developed, non-urban areas (e.g.: Miren, Stainz, Leoben, Slovenj Gradec) and one of the leading European home 

appliances manufacturer on the development of polymer based solutions, which could replace stainless steel or 

aluminum for design demanding products in different sectors. By distributing the knowledge to other SMEs, 

students and R&D institutions, the R&I base in this technologically and economically relevant field will be 

strengthened. 

The joint R&D activities will focus on a promising research area, the development and processing of cost efficient, 

metal look and feel a like polymer solutions. So far, for higher aesthetic value of high-end goods, stainless steel 

and aluminum are used for the manufacturing of parts of home appliances, lights, sports equipment, etc. For the 

manufacturing of more complex shapes, the use of stainless steel is technically demanding, expensive and time 

consuming. 

The project will connect competent R&D institutions with partners from industry (Gorenje) and SMEs (Hiebler, 

Intra-Ligthing) and thus encourage the transfer of knowledge and expertise for developing new products and 

technologies. The partnership includes HE and R&D institutions (MUL, FTPO and PCCL), who will distribute the 

know-how and knowledge gained to students and companies in the CB area. The proposal represents a good 

example of CB collaboration of R&D stakeholders on a demanding technological challenge, which will lead to 

new joint R&D activities, foster the basis for new products&processes and lead to sustainable growth, new jobs, 

increased internationalization and global competitiveness of the region. 

 

Project acronym: REHA 2030 (666.686,25 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Fachhochschule Kärnten – gemeinnützige Privatstiftung 

Project Partners: Fakulteta za elektrotehniko Univerze v Ljubljani, Tyromotion GmbH, MKS Elektronski 

sistemi d.o.o., Univerzitetni rehabilitacijski inštitut Republike Slovenije – Soča, Klinik Judendorf-

Straßengel GmbH 

The main output of the project REHA 2030 is a customized service model for the post-clinic home-rehabilitation 

of stroke patients and the development of the required technology platform (REHA robot, internet platform). A 

particular focus is laid on the sustainability aspects and suitable project structures are to be build up for the 

project enlargement by the foundation of the REHA International Alliance. 

The common challenge in program region is caused by the current demographic change that leads to an 

undersupply of clinical rehabilitation supply in particular for elderly patients both on the Slovenian and the 

Austrian side of the border. Currently rehabilitation supply is in particular little developed in rural regions. 

The superior goal of the project meets the requirements of an increase of R&I in technical and economical main 

topics by cross-border cooperation of relevant protagonists in the field of tele-rehabilitation. 

The following stakeholders benefit from the project: Universities of Applied Sciences and classical Universities, 

companies, SME, the general public and others. In particular there are the following groups of persons involved: 

stroke patients, clinical experts, therapists, business people researchers and students. In addition peer groups 

are actively involved in the project: insurance agencies, data management system owner and other research 

groups within the program region and beyond. 

The project REHA 2030 is based on an innovative supply model for tele-rehabilitation and the results will be 

achieved by concentration of (a) technological-scientific knowledge (b) methodical approaches (c) partner 

networks of the involved project partners on both sides of the border. 

Main reasons to use the cross border approach are the necessary mix in competencies, necessary bi-nationality 

and necessary market chances. 

 



Project acronym: START CIRCLES (686.039, 24 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Gospodarska zbornica Slovenije 

Project Partners: Wood Carinthian Competence Center, LIMNOS doo, Podjetje za aplikativno ekologijo, 

asteenergy  - Ingenieurbüro für erneuerbare Energie, Forst- und Holzwirtschaft Christoph Aste Dipl.Ing, 

Msc., Fakulteta za tehnologijo polimerov, Karl-Franzens-Universität Graz, Forschung Burgenland GmbH 

The shift towards a circular economy (entailing a number of new demands from relevant directives) presents 

new challenges: Companies will need to increase the use of recycled materials, innovate and introduce new 

technologies to improve material recovery and recycling. There are, however strong regional differences in the 

capacity for innovation in the program area and SMEs, especially lack information, activities, strategies and 

innovation partners necessary to tackle them. The project area offers good conditions to address these issues 

together. The program area has internationally connected RTD institutions in materials (polymers, wood) with a 

clear (political) commitment to sustainability. 

The project objective is to increase sustainable innovation and resource efficiency in the program area, especially 

for SMEs. START CIRCLES is designed to enable SMEs better access to information, activities, as well as innovation 

partners in order to strengthen and support their cooperation with RTD partners. 

The main project outcome is to sustainably integrate SMEs in cross-border innovation networks and circular 

economy oriented value chains to increase innovation and develop new products / materials. START CIRCLES has 

been developed from the perspective and needs of SMEs and RTD organizations. The project will monitor SMEs 

from innovation initiation to the launch of the new products while delivering new and sustainable support 

services for each phase. 

The following approaches in the project are new/innovative: 

- documentation and utilization of RTD skills for the circular economy 

- establishment of new cooperation models, especially regarding reuse-oriented value chains (training of 

mediators / facilitators) 

- supporting SME in RTD networks 

- support the launch new products by developing new business models 

- deliver a policy recommendation on a new theme: business models in the circular economy. 

 

 


