
 

Date: 27/03/2018 

Summaries of Approved Projects from the 1st Deadline of the Open Call in the 

Frame of Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A Slovenia-Austria 

The projects were approved at the 2nd meeting of the Monitoring Committee of the programme 

Interreg V-A Slovenia-Austria (2 and 3 June 2016). The ERDF Subsidy Contracts for the projects have 

been signed.   

The summaries of the projects were prepared by the applicants in the context of the submitted project 

applications. 

Priority axis 2 (Protecting the Environment and Promoting Resource Efficiency): 

Project acronym: 321 go (752.032,17 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: jOPERA jennersdorf festivalsommer 

Project Partners: Javni zavod Krajinski park Goričko, Pomurski muzej Murska Sobota 

The project area is a provincial border region of South Burgenland (Austria) and Pomurje (Slovenia), 

characterized by sustainable tourism. Both regions are part of a cross border nature preserve area and 

belong to the Goričko-Raab-Őrség, 3-eu Park. 

Due to a weak inclusion of cultural heritage in touristic offers in this region as well as faint familiarity 

of potential partners on both sides of the border, the long common history has not been highlighted 

for touristic purposes in the past. 

 The overall objective of the project is to create  a sustainable cultural-touristic destination, based on 

developing the message of cultural heritage and introducing the cultural-touristic products. These 

products, shaped together by experts from touristic enterprises, will contribute to an improved offer 

in the weakly visited periods of low-peak seasons.  They will attract new target visitor groups and assist 

in lengthening their stay in the region. 

All the above will be achieved through these efforts : 

historical exhibitions in all 3 castles, connective historical family tour, establishing  of joint traditional 

trade markets, handicraft workshops and arrangements with artists/arts of the region, including 

photographic competition and film workshop. 

The upgrades to infrastructure in project locations like castle Grad and castle Murska Sobota are 

essential components needed to guarantee  the joint touristic products. 

 3 castles, 2 countries, 1 history is a symbol, showing how to deliver a successful project realization. 

Once connected, it is possible with joint efforts to make the region competitive as a cultural-touristic 

destination . 

Main target groups are visitors of all ages, interested in culture, tradition and history, constantly linked 

with experiencing the unspoiled natural environment.   



Project acronym: AS-IT-IC (699.929,32 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Institut Jožef Stefan 

Project Partners: Technische Universität Graz - Institut für Softwaretechnologie, Javni zavod za 

turizem, šport, mladinske in socialne programe SPOTUR Slovenj Gradec, Združenje občin Slovenije, 

Graz Tourismus und Stadtmarketing GmbH 

Currently, a tourist cannot get the desired information in an integrated way from both the humans and 

Web services, and much less the joint Austrian-Slovenian services. Typically, Slovenian or Austrian 

tourist office will provide only predefined national tours and not user-centric cross-border tours. As a 

consequence, tourists may miss locations they might be interested in visiting and tourist locations get 

less visits. The goal of the project is to create a joint Austrian-Slovenian center - an ICT supported 

network of service providers and tourist offices, municipalities, tourists and citizens to enhance 

continuous cooperation between them. Thus, cross-border tourist exchange, collaboration and 

expertise transfer between providers will largely increase with respect to the current state. The main 

project output will be the operational center with humans involved, having support of the following 

tools: Virtual assistant (providing automatic answering in natural language to the questions and 

performing services) according to demands from tourists, Communication service (ICT solution that 

will enable conversation between the tourists, virtual assistants, tourist information workers and local 

communities), Information sources (inclusion of existing information sources), Recommender system 

for tour planning, Network of tourist services and services from local communities. The system will 

help tourists better plan their cross-border visits, discover less popular sites that would otherwise be 

missed, stay longer and better satisfy their needs. Local communities will easily offer local services and 

information to visitors, e.g. a tour might include visiting a specialized craftsman and boost selling local 

products. Tourist officers will get better access to tourists. Project provides the integration of virtual 

and human services from Austria and Slovenia with the uniform functionality - to provide most relevant 

information, attract the tourists, and prolong their stay. 

Project acronym: Flagship Products (1.601.106,74 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Qualifizierungsagentur Oststeiermark GmbH 

Project Partners: Zavod za inovativnost in podjetništvo, Zavod za kulturo, turizem in šport Murska 

Sobota, Razvojna agencija Slovenske Gorice d.o.o., Tourismus-Regionalverband Oststeiermark, 

Thermenland Süd- & Oststeiermark Marketing GmbH, Regionalmanagement Südoststeiermark 

Steirisches Vulkanland GmbH, Regions Entwicklungs- und Management Oststeiermark GmbH, Srednja 

šola za gostinstvo in turizem Radenci 

For a long time the relaxed couple in the steaming hot tubs in the open air was a typical image  for the 

tourism and thermal spring regions of eastern Slovenia and of Styria. Now this image could come from 

anywhere. Wellness areas have become a standard global tourist offer and so the region is being called 

on to raise its profile. A first step was the Regio Vitalis project,  which allowed the region‘s particular 

landscape and cuisine to be recognised as important assets and to take centre stage. However, in order 

to stand out from other regions more is required, namely clear, regional unique selling points. An 

analysis has shown that the region of the project in Central Europe features by far the highest number 

of thermal and mineral springs, has the largest area of apple cultivation, and is the undisputed centre 

of pumpkin seed production.  This is in addition to other leading products, such as elderberries or 

honey, which are typical of individual regions. 



The aim of Flagship Products is to develop new tourist offers in combination with these leading 

products and to thus create extraordinary holiday experiences that cannot simply be copied by other 

regions. 

The Flagship Products approach will for the first time enable a partnership to be established along the 

entire value added chain of a leading product, (farmer, host, business, tourism, etc.), to provide mutual 

support in development, marketing and sales. All activities will take place according to a standard 

approach, which will be developed bilaterally. Joint cross-border partnerships will be formed for 

thermal and mineral springs, apples and pumpkin seeds. The outcomes of the project will be raising 

the awareness of regional specialties, new kinds of cooperation, new qualification modules, new 

product and experience offers relating to leading products, and above all, new guests for the region! 

Project acronym: PalaeoDiversiStyria (1.122.725,15 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Universalmuseum Joanneum GmbH 

Project Partners: Zavod za varstvo kulturne dediščine Slovenije, Universität Graz, Univerza v Mariboru, 

Marktgemeinde Großklein, Občina Hoče-Slivnica 

Eastern Slovenia and southern Styria are found in many natural conditions such as in geology, in soil 

composition and in the climatic conditions very similar. This led to similar historical developments in 

the food supply, and thus in the social and cultural development of the region, which is also manifested 

in its rich archaeological heritage. 

Food production in the program area is today used not only to supply the population, but is an essential 

part of tourism. The first challenge arises with the intensive agricultural production, which is related 

to the reduction of the production of traditional old varieties of crops and biodiversity. The second 

challenge arises from an oversized supply of food, which creates difficulties in the development of 

distinctive identities of products that are associated with the identity of the region. 

The PaleoDiversiStyria project tries to connect new knowledge from archaeology and archaeobotany 

in the program area, to increase the understanding of the cultural heritage and promote the 

agricultural tradition. The project partners have therefore set themselves key activities, which will lead 

from the identification of the original plant and animal species in archaeological contexts to the 

revitalization and utilization of indigenous crop species and their inclusion in tourism. The 

reintroduction of old crops leads to a greater biodiversity and allows local producers to offer new and 

attractive tourism products, which will build their identity on the local archaeological heritage. These 

products contribute to underlining the importance of the protection of the archaeological heritage by 

being the carrier of the identity of the tourist offers. 

Project acronym: SI-MUR-AT (1.522.484,35 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Amt der Steiermärkischen Landesregierung, Abteilung 14, Wasserwirtschaft, Ressourcen 

und Nachhaltigkeit 

Project Partners: Nacionalni laboratorij za zdravje, okolje in hrano, Institut za ekološki inženiring, 

VODOVOD SISTEMA B d.o.o., KMETIJSKO GOZDARSKA ZBORNICA SLOVENIJE, KMETIJSKO GOZDARSKI 

ZAVOD MURSKA SOBOTA, Regionalmanagement Südoststeiermark, Steirisches Vulkanland, 

Regionalmanagement Südweststeiermark GmbH 



 

Safeguarding the long-term quality of bodies of groundwater on both sides of the Mur (or Mura) River, 

which on the one hand are subject to intensive agricultural use and on the other hand a reservoir for 

drinking water supply, is a common challenge. 

The overall objective is to establish cross-border cooperation in order to sustainably safeguard and 

improve the quality of the lower Mur River and the connected bodies of groundwater to achieve a 

long-lasting good qualitative state of groundwater. This will also positively affect the state of the 

surface water of a 67km long cross border section of the Mur River. 

The main outputs are based on an integrated approach in the wider parts of the project area and 

contribute on different levels (measurement, modelling, avoidance strategy) to reducing the discharge 

of nutrients from agricultural management and therefore to improving the water quality in the project 

region. 

The cross-border approach creates the conditions necessary to ensure that the measures taken to 

safeguard and/or improve the quality of groundwater, e.g. changing land use, will not be neutralised 

by infiltrated harmful substances from the Mur River of the body of groundwater on the other side of 

the Mur. 

Therefore, the development of joint strategies for the co-existence of agriculture and groundwater 

protection is of the utmost importance. This will also benefit all citizens in the project region, as the 

environmental situation is going to improve sustainably. 

The methods used per se are not new: nevertheless, the combined use of measurements of detailed 

processes, their regional modelling and monitoring on both sides of the Mur River is an innovative 

approach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summary of the Approved Project from the 2nd Deadline of the Open Call in 

the Frame of Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A Slovenia-Austria 

The project was discussed in the frame of the 3rd Monitoring Committee meeting of the Cooperation 

Programme Interreg V-A Slovenia-Austria (1 and 2 February 2017) and was approved in the frame of 

the 7th Written Procedure (10 February 2017).   The ERDF Subsidy Contract for the project has been 

signed.   

The summary of the project was prepared by the applicants in the context of the submitted project 

application. 

Priority axis 2 (Protecting the Environment and Promoting Resource Efficiency): 

Project acronym: Alpe Adria Karavanke/Karawanken  (2.095.171,92  EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: BSC, poslovno podporni center, d.o.o., Kranj 

Project Partners: Carnica-Region Rosental, Planinska zveza Slovenije, eb&p Umweltbüro GmbH, 

Pohodništvo&kolesarjenje giz, Občina Tržič, Občina Jesenice, Marktgemeinde Arnoldstein, Zavod za 

turizem in kulturo Žirovnica, Region Villach Tourismus GmbH, Občina Jezersko and Marktgemeinde St. 

Jakob im Rosental 

Common challenge: The development of tourism is generally planned at national or regional levels without 
effective cross-border co-operation. So far, no effective cross-border approach for the development of 
sustainable tourism and of a specialised cross-border tourist offer has been developed for the cross-border area 
of Western Karawanks (in the project named Alpe Adria Park of Experiences). This area is rather weakly 
developed, even though it has great potential for the development of tourism. The general objective is to 
strategically plan the sustainable development of the Alpe Adria Park of Experiences area with the following 
outputs: 
- drawn-up comprehensive valorisation of the cross-border area, 
- developed specialised tourist offer of hiking, cycling and winter adventures, 
- new knowledge and qualifications of tourist service providers and other stakeholders, 
- innovative cross-border marketing approaches (mobile application, adventure weekends etc.), 
- long-term strategic tourism development plan, 
- cross-border booking centre and innovative cross-border platform. 
 
Planned approach: A combination of the bottom-up and top-down approaches will be used. With the innovative 
methods of work, innovative solutions and approaches will be used that can be realised in a quality way only by 
a good cooperation and networking of beneficiaries: partners and target groups (municipalities, public 
institutions, SMEs, sectoral agencies, general public) in the cross-border area. 
 
What is new: the underdeveloped cross-border tourist area will be placed on the international tourist map for 
the first time with an innovative range of products and marketing approaches. Furthermore, the cross-border 
development of the green tourist region Alpe Adria Park of Experiences will be ensured. All of the above will 
guarantee a long-term development of sustainable tourism in the area, create new jobs and increase the number 
of overnight stays. 

 

 

 

 

 



Summaries of Approved Projects from the 3rd Deadline of the Open Call in the 

Frame of Cooperation Programme Interreg V-A Slovenia-Austria 

The projects were approved at the 5th meeting of the Monitoring Committee of the programme 

Interreg V-A Slovenia-Austria (6 and 7 March 2018). The ERDF Subsidy Contracts for the projects have 

not been signed yet. The data of the projects was prepared by the applicants in the context of the 

submitted project applications and will be adapted after the signing of the ERDF Subsidy contracts.  

Priority axis 2 (Protecting the Environment and Promoting Resource Efficiency): 

Project acronym: Castle Road (999.664,60 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Raziskovalno izobraževalno središče Dvorec Rakičan 

Project Partners: Technologiezentrum Deutschlandsberg GmbH, Znanstveno raziskovalno središče 

Bistra Ptuj, Stiftung des weiland Fürst Philipp Batthyány zur Erhaltung der alten Güssinger Burg 

As early as in the 8th century, Franks in the west and Avars in the east began building two opposite defense 

constructions, spreading from the outskirts of the Alps to the Drava River in the south. The area was long 

considered a bridge between middle and southeastern Europe and saw great battles of the Holy Roman Empire, 

Mongols, Osmans and other peoples for the dominance over the territory unfold in a period of over 1000 years. 

This border area is a notable remnant of the time, prominent for having one of the highest numbers of such 

defence constructions in the whole of Europe. Thirty years ago, the castles and mansions southeastern Austria 

were thus joined into a Castle Road (Schlösserstraße). Without the inclusion of castles and mansions from both 

countries, a comprehensive presentation of the border area’s most remarkable turning points and diverse history 

cannot be fully represented. Within the framework of previous meetings, 32 forts, mansions and castles that 

once formed the historic castle ring confirmed their participation in the project: Aichberg, Deutschlandsberg, 

Feldbach, Fürstenfeld, Gleichenberg  Gornja Radgona,  Grad,  Güssing, Hartberg, Herberstein, Kapfenstein, 

Kornberg, Lendava, Lockenhaus, Negova, Neuhaus, Obermayerhofen, Ormož, Ottersbach, Piber, Pöllau, Ptuj, 

Rače, Radkersburg, Rakičan, Riegersburg, Schielleiten, Schlaining, Seggau, Slovenska Bistrica, Tabor and 

Welsdorf. As the project unfolds, other castles and mansions will be invited to join. The project will research the 

historic and cultural background of the castles and mansions from the scientific and tourist standpoint, seeking 

to actively connect participants.  Special cross-border toursim products aiming at castles vacationers, families 

with children and cultural tourists will be developed and jountly promoted. The project result thus represents a 

cross-border union that connects castles and mansions of both countries and facilitates  joint marketing. 

 
Project acronym: E-CARRIAGE 4CBST (999.444,36 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Raziskovalno izobraževalno središče Dvorec Rakičan 

Project Partners: Univerza v Mariboru, Tourismusverband Region Güssing, Tourismusverband 

Naturpark Pöllauer Tal, Europäisches Zentrum für erneuerbare Energie Güssing GmbH, EC Energie 

Center Lipizzanerheimat GmbH 

Slovenia and Austria have shared a common history, tradition and customs for centuries. One such tradition are 

horses, horseback riding and coachmanship, which has been, at least in Slovenia, put on the back burner for the 

last several years. To successfully revitalise the coachmanaship tradition and form new tourism products, the 

cross-border cooperation is of vital importance. Common resources and competences of involved project 

partners will enable the implementation on a regional as well international level. Tourism trends are shifting 

towards personalized sustainable products and unique experiences, thus the project involves the creation of an 

overall tourism product based on cultural heritage and has great value for both regions. The project will 

incorporate Slovenian and Austrian touristic features such as tradition, natural and cultural heritage (Natura 2000 



and castles), and will present them in a new and creative way. The development of an inovative horse carriage 

as well as the creation of a new tourism offer, represent the heart of this project. The carriage with a built-in 

electrical engine and an energy storage device will lessen the horse’s burden while towing, thus enabling the 

creation of more versatile tourism tours of longer duration and will be intened for bigger groups. New tourism 

products will be adaptable to all seasons and will cater to diffrenet group sizes, thus tourists will be able to choose 

between different conceptual paths with various stories and experiences. During the project, all paths and 

carriages will be tested in order to offer a top-level tourism product, which will increase the attractiveness of the 

cross-border area and the number of overnight stays.  

 
Project acronym: GoMURra (2.549.732,25 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: Direkcija Republike Slovenije za vode 

Project Partners: Amt der Steiermärkischen Landesregierung, Abteilung 14 – Wasserwirtschaft, 

Ressourcen und Nachhaltigkeit, Agencija Republike Slovenije za okolje, Amt der Steiermärkischen 

Landesregierung, Fachabteilung Katastrophenschutz und Landesverteidigung, Občina Gornja Radgona, 

Stadtgemeinde Bad Radkersburg, Wasserverband Wasserversorgung Radkersburg 

The project is the continuation of many years of cooperation and joint activities of the official institutions of 

Slovenia and Austria in the field of water management, which operate under the bilateral commission for 

boundary waters. With the implementation of the project the border Mura river will be visibly transformed into 

a river that connects. The work packages of the project include harmonized measures for the improvement of 

water management and flood protection - on a strategic level by developing a cross-border management plan of 

the border Mura river until 2030 and on local level with the implementation of flood protection measures. These 

measures will be supported by a targeted publicity and information campaign. The aim is to strive to improve 

the living environment and life situation of people living next to and on the river and thereby promoting joint life 

of neighbours on both sides of the Mura river. 

The common challenge, considering the Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) and Floods Directive 

(2007/60/EC), is to improve the hydro-morphological situation of the border Mura river with the aim to achieve 

good status, to optimize the management of flood risks and to raise the awareness of the local population on 

flood risks. 

The goal of the joint strategic considerations is to evaluate the principle water management concept from 2000, 

as well as to evaluate implemented measures, which will be the foundation for the preparation of the cross-

border management plan until 2030. 

The national and regional decision-making levels are directly adressed through the inclusion of departments 

responsible for water management in the project partnership. At the local level it directly benefits the local 

population. Crossborder cooperation is vital for the sustainable development and utilization of resources of the 

border Mura (also as an ecosystem). 

 
Project acronym: NaKult (1.624.332,55 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: ARGE Geopark Karawanken 

Project Partners: Občina Črna na Koroškem, Občina Prevalje, Občina Ravne na Koroškem, Občina 

Dravograd, Zavod Republike Slovenije za varstvo narave, RRA Koroška, regionalna razvojna agencija za 

Koroško d.o.o., Društvo Kulturni dom Pliberk/Bleiburg 

The UNESCO Geopark Karawanken has a rich geodiversity. In the Geopark area, 48 Geosites and 14 other Geopark 

features have been registered. Geopoints or also commonly called Geosites, are geol. and geomorphologically 

interesting points or areas in nature. They also have archaeological, historical, botanical, zoological, cultural or 



technical significance. Most Geopoints are accessible via hiking trails but have so far been inadequately made 

accessible and staged. The aim of the project is to establish an overall strategy for valorisation, visualization, and 

enhancement of the awareness of the rich geodiversity of the geopark. In order to achieve this goal, the project 

partners are planning the joint development and equipping of a long-distance journey around the Geopark 

Karawanken. Through this offer, a substantial increase in the awareness of geodiversity and biodiversity is 

achieved. The individual stages are analyzed and staged separately according to the local focus points and 

combined as a whole product. On the way, smaller interpreting modules - for different target groups - and various 

programs and offers are set up. Attractive access situations and a uniform guidance system are created over the 

entire course of the long-distance route. For the imparting of the geodiversity as well as the other cultural and 

natural peculiarities of the path, trained guides are required, which are trained through well-founded 

professional basics within the framework of their own Geoparktraining to the cross-border peculiarities. All key 

informations are conveyed with adequate information products. Additionaly special group offers are developed, 

especially for schools in the form of Geopark Adventure Camps. The entire product is set up as part of the 

organizational form of the Geopark Karawanken with its partners as a separate Geodiversity-management-tool. 

All activities are carried out in the program area in both languages. 

 
Project acronym: NatureGame (2.257.677,63 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: F.S. Immobilienverwaltungs GmbH 

Project Partners: Naturfreunde Österreich Ortsgruppe Petzen, Obir Tropfsteinhöhlen GesmbH, 

Gemeinde Globasnitz, Občina Črna na Koroškem, Občina Prevalje, Podzemlje Pece, podjetje za razvoj 

turistične in muzejske dejavnosti, d.o.o. 

The area around the Petzen mountain has a sensitive and interesting geodiversitiy in the middle of the Geopark 

Karawanken. Sensitive natural areas, environmental topics and climatic changes are difficult to transport to all 

relevant classes of population  in the sense of a broad sensitization in everyday life.The trend of digital media 

entertainment is becoming more influential,which leads to a smaller degree of movement,concerning children 

and adolescents.The aim of the project is to make a contribution to the improvement of the aspects mentioned 

before, to create a broad public awareness in the cross-border adventure area of the Petzen mountain.In a 

playful, attractive way, the varied geodiversity  and its interrelations with global topics are conveyed.The main 

aim of the project is to strengthen the sensitization of natural conditions (regionally and globally) through a 

combination of attractive "offers in movement" and  "nature and geo experience", thus also facilitating the 

access of a broad public to these issues.A network of adventure offers, in which one can experience geodiversity 

and the environment in a playful way and move freely and playfully in this nature, should bring out as a main 

output the importance of this sensitive border crossing natural space.Sensitive areas (Natura2000 sites) are 

excluded from use, but the content of these sites will be communicated in the vicinity at suitable 

places.Geodiversity, as well as the need for recreational activities in nature do not end at national borders.The 

results should be made available to the public.The goal is not to protect the area via sub-shelters, but through a 

spatially targeted use and an intensive awareness formation through a nature geogame. The entire network of 

excursion destinations is to be integrated into the management structure, administration of geodiversity as well 

as conservation technology within the framework of the bilateral Geopark. 

 
Project acronym: SMART Tourist (833.617,07 EUR ERDF):  

Lead Partner: GORENJSKI GLAS, d.o.o., Kranj 

Project Partners: Mohorjeva družba v Celovcu/Hermagoras Verein in Klagenfurt, xamoom GmbH 

The aim is to position the region as a tourist destination with a focus on literature and to develop an unmistakable 

and distinctive tourist product. The basis is provided by the geodiversity of the Karavanke region, which inspired 

numerous literary figures to create works on the landscape diversity, border area, history and culture that shaped 



the people. The region also attracted internationally acclaimed literati such as Prešeren, Finžgar, Handke, Lipuš 

and Haderlap. Her work has enriched & marked this space. Even more: the literary heritage and the over 

regionally acknowledged authors are an essential asset of the Karavanke region, which, however, is not 

acknowledged and acknowledged too little. We will pursue new paths in development and positioning as a 

cultural literary tourist region (Using by digital tools). Literature becomes the subject of hikes & packages. 

Literature & background information as well as landscape & cultural peculiarities are thus readable & achievable 

in a unique landscape. This is supported by digital tools, applicable to mobile devices. Under the title "Literature 

imprint", the content is elaborated and also processed digitally (information about the region, interviews with 

authors, picture archive, books). "Literature touches" focused on the approach of the literary works in connection 

with the landscape & makes literature possible. Literary theme trails & packages are compiled, tested and 

innovative technology solutions are applied. "Literature spread" has the publication of the combined information 

in the form of digital & print formats (books, newspaper supplements, digital information). Sustainability is 

guaranteed by the inclusion of the tourism associations, which take the offer into their service portfolio. 


