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The  European Union strives to reduce disparties in 
the level of growth, development and quality of life 
in and across the regions of Europe. The cross-bor-
der Cooperation Programme Slovenia-Austria 
contributes directly to the harmonious develop-
ment of the  regions involved in the programme 
and enables all citizens the best use of given natural 
conditions and opportunities, taking into account 
the speci�cs of each part of the programm area. 

Since 2014, the programme runs with the budget of 
47 mio EUR of the European Regional Development 
Fund (ERDF) and is co-�nancing 52 projects. It 
supports activities intended for the content that 
goes beyond national borders and the implementa-
tion of which achieves better results when activities 
are coordinated on both sides of the border. 

Cooperation is not always something self-evident, 
something that will happen completely automati-
cally, but it requires a desire to overcome average-
ness and work for a common goal.

This is a brief summary of the Annual Implementa-
tion Report for the Cooperation Programme Inter-
reg V-A Slovenia-Austria for the programming 
period 2014-2020, which reports on the implemen-
tation of the programme during the calendar year 
2020.
 



Implementation of the 
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OVERVIEW 
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In 2020, the implementation of the programme ran 
very actively with approving three additional 
projects, sending four payment requests to the 
European Commission, closing the 6th and the 7th 
deadline for submission of project applications, etc. 
The activities carried out in 2020, were very much 
a�ected by the Covid-19 pandemic. Therefore, only a 
few physical meetings were organised, so that the 
programme partners held online meetings most of 
the time. 

By the end of 2020, Subsidy contracts in the amount 
of 46,143,310.85 EUR ERDF funds were signed for the 
49 projects, which represents 102,56 % of the funds 
available for projects (excluding the Technical Assis-
tance (TA) projects, which amount to 3 mio EUR ERDF 
funds). Including also the three projects which were 
approved in 2020 thus for which the Subsidy 
contracts were signed in 2021, 52 projects in the 
amount of 47,087,702.40 EUR ERDF funds (104, 67%), 
were approved for co-�nancing by the end of 2020.

In relation to the �nancial data, 31,555,298.80 EUR 
total funds were declared by bene�ciaries to the MA, 
which represents approx. 56% of the total allocation. 

Twenty-�ve projects �nished by the end of 2020 (one 
in 2018, fourteen in 2019, ten in 2020), all others are 
still in implementation. 

SOME INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY MEASURES IN 2020

On 8 February 2020, with a side activity under the slogan "On both sides on a sled!", the MA/JS together with the project partners of the 
project Alpe Adria Karavanke/Karawanken organised the second storytelling event "Cross-country skiing days in Jezersko". This event was 
organized as part of a series of winter experiences in the Karavanke. The purpose of organising such event is to bring the story of the 
programme's and projects’ results closer to the general public. 

In the frame of the programme's website, 24 news on activities, events and relevant information were published in 2020. These were also 
distributed as e-newsletters. For spreading news about the programme, also the programme's Facebook page was used. 
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EUROPEAN COOPERATION 
DAY 2020

For the ninth time in a row, on 
21 September 2020, the 
European Cooperation Day 
took place with the common 
Motto “Drau�os(s) – Na 
Dravski splav”. At the same 
time the programme also 
celebrated the 30th anniver-
sary of Interreg. In the spirit of 
sustainability and integra-
tion, on each side of the 
border two trees were 
plannted. 

participants 
enjoyed the ride 
with the Drava 
raft
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The event, which took place in the cross-border area of Slovenian and Austrian Carinthia, was organised under the auspices of the MA/JS, 
in cooperation with Austrian programme partners, the Provincial Government of Carinthia, Kärntner Wirtschaftsförderungs Fond and 
project partners. At the event two projects, namely NaKult and SMART Tourist, which are a good proof of successful cross-border coopera-
tion in the �eld of promotion of natural and cultural heritage and sustainable development of border regions, were presented. 

WHAT HAS CHANGED?

Within the 49 (additional three projects have started the implementation 
in 2021) projects performing activities on improving quality of life in the 
programme area, 1095 enterprises are planned to receive non-�nancial 
support and are a�ected by the project activities, 28 enterprises are 
included as project partners in those projects. The programme supports 
by now 9 cross-border projects in the �eld of R&D and another 8 in the 
�eld of internationalisation. 30 newly developed and/or improved joint 
cross-border tourist products are being developed, supported by 16 
tourism related services. One project is searching for solutions in the �eld 
of water management by developing a management strategy on model-
ling, monitoring and forecasting studies. 4 projects are targeting biodiver-
sity or geodiversity. More than 260 institutions are participating in joint 
cross-border initiatives to enhance institutional capacity by strengthening 
the cooperation within cross-border networks, improving public services, 
reduce administrative burden, etc. 



Several concrete results have been produced by the co-�nanced projects, 
from which the citizens in the involved regions should bene�t. Some of 
the tangible outputs can already be used by target groups and the general 
public as shown in the examples below.

PRIORITY AXIS
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NatureGame
 
The area around the Petzen/Peca mountain has a sensiti-
ve and interesting geodiversitiy in the middle of the 
Geopark Karawanken. Sensitive natural areas, environ-
mental topics and climatic changes are di�cult to trans-
port to all relevant classes of population in the sense of a 
broad sensitization in everyday life. The trend of digital 
media entertainment is becoming more in�uential. The 
aim of the project is to make the area attractive and to 
create a broad public awareness in the cross-border 
adventure area of the Petzen mountain. In a playful, 
attractive way, the varied geodiversity and its interrela-
tions with global topics are conveyed. Geodiversity, as 
well as the need for recreational activities in nature do not 
end at national borders.
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FIREEXPERT
 
The main goal of the project is building an expert and innovation center for 
the civil engineering industry and for the industry of building materials 
which will operate in the �eld of �re safety according to ‘Living Laboratory’ 
principles (LivingLab, LL). The center o�ers advanced experimental (�re 
tests) and numerical investigations (simulations) for the adaption and 
optimization of �re behaviour of products during the phase of their design 
and development. For small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), the 
investment in their own equipment and personnel for such research is gene-
rally too high. With the establishment of the new LL center, the project 
FIREEXPERT contributes to the overall challenge of the programme area, 
where strengthening in the areas of research, technological development, 
competitiveness and innovation should be achieved through cross-border 
synergic cooperation of relevant development actors.

CONCLUDED PROJECTS

Till the end of 2020 the following projects concluded with implementation of project activities:
321go, ABS-Network, AS-IT-IC, CapaCon, City Cooperation II, regioWIN, SMART PRODUCTION, E-SME, MMO3D, IRIC, SI-MUR-AT,  
Flagship Products, PalaeoDiversiStyria, EUfutuR, REGIO HELP, Alpe Adria Karavanke/Karawanken, Connect SME Plus, COOP4HEALTH-
CARE, EXPEDIRE, NEKTEO, Passport to Export, RETINA, Start-up AA, URBAN DIVERSITY and  L2P-2020Plus

If you would like to discover the 
beauty and adventure of the area of 

the Petzen/Peca mountain, you need to 
see the results of the NatureGame 

project. Enyoing the zipline in Crna na 
Koroskem ist just one of the attractions 

which make the  
geodiversity more interesting. 

All of you who are dealig 
with specific design and 
development challanges 
related to fire safety of 

products and services are 
invited to use the Living 

Lab, which was established 
in the scope of the 
FireExpert project.



The sustainability of co-funded projects 
is one of the requirements set by the programme before the co-financing is awarded, and 

although the minimum duration after the end of the project is fulfilled, many 

achievements live on and form the basis of developing new sustainable 
cross-border activities. Have you noticed project results from completed projects in the 

Slovenia-Austria programme area in your everyday life? 

Please share them with us!

For a better future
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To make your trip to the countryside safer, 
you can check the uniform warnings against            

         the dangers of precipitation at 
          www. crossrisk. eu 
           before you go. 

CROSSRISK

Risks related to rain and snow belong to the key challenges in the SI-AT 
programme region. This has been demonstrated by �oods in September 
2010, large avalanches in February 2009, or snow load damages in spring 
2016. Since both countries face similar challenges and since weather 
processes, natural hazards and human activities don’t stop at national 
borders, the project CROSSRISK pools expertize and fosters joint develop-
ment in the �eld of forecast and warning of rain- and snowfall-related 
risks. The general goal is to improve safety of population and to better 
protect infrastructure in the programme region. In addition, tourism is 
beeing supported by raising awareness of opportunities and risks. Major 
project outputs are improved forecasts and warnings concerning rain, 
�oods and snow, their cross-border harmonization and the improvement 
of their comprehensibility, availability and dissemination. In addition, the 
information �ow between relevant institutions in both countries is being 
improved and the quali�cation of their experts raised. 

more than 

400.000
population covered 
by improved public 

services
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MORE INFORMATION
The latest programme news and information on events and projects 
implemented within the programme are available on the programme 
website: www.si-at.eu and on Facebook.

CONTACT

Joint secretariat
Trubarjeva 11, SI-2000 Maribor, Slovenija

e-mail: si-at.svrk@gov.si
T: +386 (0)1 400 3167
www.svrk.gov.si, www.si-at.eu
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