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BACKGROUND
This is a brief summary of the Annual Implementation
Report (AIR) for the Cooperation Programme Interreg
V-A Slovenia-Austria for the programming period
2014-2020, which reports on the implementation of
the programme during the calendar year 2019. The
report was prepared by the Government Office for
Development and European Cohesion Policy, acting
as the Managing Authority (MA) of the programme in
cooperation with its programme partners. It was
approved by the Monitoring Committee (MC) in June
2020 and sent to the European Commission (EC).
Lorem ipsum

Strengthening cross-border
Competitiveness Research
and Innovation

The programme is co-financing projects from the
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), that
contribute efficiently to the overall objective of the
programme, which is to ensure the harmonious
development of participating cross-border (CB)
regions and to enable all citizens to make the best use
of given natural conditions and opportunities, taking
into account the specifics of each part of the
programme area. The co-financed projects are corresponding to the following priority axes and related
specific objectives:

Protecting the Environment and
Promoting Resource Efficiency

Enhancing Institutional Capacity
and an
Efficient Public Administration

Investment Priority: 6(c)
Protecting, promoting and developing cultural and natural heritage
• Specific objective: Achieving
sustainable development of natural
and cultural heritage

Investment Priority: 1(b)
Promoting business investment in
innovation and research, and developing
links and synergies between enterprises,
R&D centres and higher education

Investment Priority: 11(b)
Promoting legal and administrative
cooperation and cooperation
between citizens and institutions
Specific objective 1: Improving
cooperation in the fields of risk
management, energy, health and
social cohesion

Investment Priority: 6(f )
Promoting innovative technologies to
improve environmental protection
and resource efficiency in waste
sector, water sector, soil protection or
to reduce air pollution
• Specific objective: Innovation in

• Specific objective 1: Strengthening R&I in
technological and economic fields of
strength through CB cooperation of
relevant stakeholders.
• Specific objective 2: Broadening the basis
of innovating enterprises in the programme
area.
• Specific objective 3: Increasing the level of
internationalization of enterprises,
especially SMEs in the programme area

Specific objective 2: Improving
interactions among municipalities
and citizens within the CB region

sustainable management and
utilization of water resources
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OVERVIEW
Implementation of the
cooperation programme in 2019
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In 2019, the implementation of the programme ran
very actively with sending five payment requests to
the European Commission (EC), closing the fifth
deadline for submission of project applications,
approving and monitoring the projects etc.
payment request sent
to the European
Commission

projects approved in
2019 in the amount of
3,5 mio EUR ERDF

49

43.3

1

8

projects approved by
the end of 2019

project partners
cooperating

269

monitoring commitee
meetings

2

mio EUR ERDF funds
committed

bilateral working
group meeting

During the year 2019, eight additional projects (four
projects in the frame of priority axis 1, two project in
the frame of priority axis 2, and two projects in the
frame of priority axis 3) in the amount of
3,556,330.66 EUR ERDF funds were approved for
co-financing. For two out of these eight projects also
the Subsidy contracts for the co-financing with funds
from the European Regional Development Fund
(ERDF) has been signed in 2019.
By the end of 2019, Subsidy contracts in the amount
of 43,383,840.32 EUR ERDF funds have been signed
for 43 projects, which represents 96,4% of the funds
available for projects. Considering also the six
projects for which the subsidy contracts have been
signed in 2020, 49 projects in the amount of
46,104,209.90 EUR ERDF funds have been approved
for co-financing by the end of 2019. Project partners
come from 17 out of 18 regions of the programme
area. Altogether, 269 project partners are cooperating in the 49 projects. In relation to the financial data
20,533,114.58 EUR total funds have been declared by
beneficiaries to the MA. Five payment requests have
been sent to the EC in the amount of 8,087,876.93
EUR ERDF.
Fifteen projects were finished until the end of 2019;
all others were still in the implementation.

OTHER INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY MEASURES IN 2019

The MA and JS hosted representatives of the Central Baltic Cross-Border Cooperation Programme, on 27 February 2019 in order to exchange experience
in managing cross-border cooperation programmes in the period 2014-2020. The participants focused on the ARACHNE risk assessment tool, the preparation of annual summaries, the use of electronic monitoring systems (eMS) and their continued use after 2020, the completion of projects/programmes for
the period 2014-2020 and the preparation of the period 2021-2027.
In July 2019, Minister dr. Iztok Purič, responsible for Development, Strategic Projects and Cohesion and Mag. Hans Peter Doskozil, Provincial Governor of
Burgenland, met during the first official visit of the Provincial Governor of Burgenland to Slovenia. Burgenland participated at that time in the programme
Slovenia-Austria 2014-2020 with partners in 12 projects covering very different thematic areas. One of those projects was presented at the meeting,
namely the project COOP4HEALTHCARE, in which the project partnership is committed to improving the provision of health services with a focus on
nursing and care for the elderly in nursing homes.

Number of project partners per region:
3

Westliche
Obersteiermark

West- und
Südsteiermark

15

Östliche
Obersteiermark

Unterkärnten

5

10

Nordburgenland

11

9

Klagenfurt Villach

Südburgenland

Oberkärnten

Graz

Oststeiermark
11

37

7

26

EUROPEAN COOPERATION DAY 2019

350

Slovenia and Austria have in the frame
of their cooperation already implemented a number of successful
cross-border projects, which constitute
the identity of the border region. Some
of them have been introduced to the
participants in the frame of the event
»Užitek brez meja - doživeti regionalne
produkte brezmejno / Genuss ohne
Grenzen - Regionale Produkte
grenzübergreifend erleben”« which
was, on Saturday, 21 September 2019.

participants
enjoyed regional
delicacies at
castle park
Pöllau

The major annual event of the programme was carried out on 21 September in the frame of the European Cooperation Day (EC Day) 2019 and was organised by MA/JS in cooperation with the Austrian Programme partner Amt der Steiermärkischen Landesregierung and the project partners of the Flagship
Products project. The event was held under the motto »Užitek brez meja – doživeti regionalne produkte čezmejno / Genuss ohne Grenzen – Regionale
Produkte grenzübergreifend erleben« was attended by more than 350 participants.
In the frame of the programme's website, 43 news on activities, events and relevant information were published in 2019. These were also distributed as
e-newsletters. For spreading news about the programme, also the programme's Facebook page was used.

WHAT HAS CHANGED?

Lorem ipsum
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Within the 43 projects in implementation, performing activities on
improving quality of life in the programme area, 1055 enterprises are
planned to receive non-financial support and are affected by the
project activities, 26 enterprises are included as project partners in
those projects. The programme supports by now 9 cross-border
projects in the field of R&D and another 7 in the field of internationalisation. 30 newly developed and/or improved joint cross-border
tourist products are being developed, supported by 16 tourism related services. One project is searching for solutions in the field of water
management by developing a management strategy on modelling,
monitoring and forecasting studies. 4 projects are targeting biodiversity or geodiversity. More than 250 institutions are participating in
joint cross-border initiatives to enhance institutional capacity by
strengthening the cooperation within cross-border networks,
improving public services, reduce administrative burden, etc.

Several concrete results have been produced by the co-financed projects,
from which the citizens in the involved regions should benefit. Some of
tangible outputs can already be used by target groups and the general
public as shown in the example below.

PRIORITY AXIS

40

1

enterprises
receiving
non-financial
support

RETINA
Opening research laboratories to innovative industrial applications

1
joint CB R&D
project

The project addresses the challenges of the programme area, such as poor
access to R&I infrastructure of most of the companies in peripheral regions,
which results in the situation that those companies are not innovating and
experience a limited value added growth. The aim of the project is to build a
network of established laboratories with complementary skills in material
science and providing research centres and small, medium and large
enterprises with a “single entry point” access to the network. The project
activities have increased the chances of reaching the critical mass of R&I
facilities in the area, stimulate companies to invest in R&I and consequently
contribute to enhancing the competitiveness of less favoured regions.

6
PRIORITY AXIS

sustainable
tourism related
services

2

Flagship Products
Intenziviranje turističnega ustvarjanja vrednosti
vodilnih produktov naravne in kulturne dediščine /
Intensivierung der touristischen Wertschöpfung rund
um Leitprodukte des Natur und Kulturerbes

3

newly developed
and/or improved
joint CB tourist
products

The aim of Flagship Products was to develop new
tourist offers in combination with the leading
products (milk, water, honey, apples etc.) and to thus
create extraordinary holiday experiences that cannot
simply be copied by other regions. The Flagship
Products approach has enabled a partnership established along the entire value added chain of a leading
product, (farmer, host, business, tourism, etc.), to
provide mutual support in development, marketing
and sales.

CONCLUDED PROJECTS
Till the end of 2019 the following projects concluded the implementation of project activities:
regioWIN, SMART PRODUCTION, E-SME, CapaCon, MMO3D, IRIC, 321go, AS-IT-IC, SI-MUR-AT, ABS-Network, Flagship Products, PalaeoDiversiStyria,
EUfutuR, REGIO HELP and L2P-2020Plus

5

institutions and/or
organisations
participating in
joint CB initiatives

PRIORITY AXIS

3
REGIO HELP
Aufbau eines bilateralen regionalen Gesundheits- und Sozialmanagements, um
den sozialen Zusammenhalt zu stärken / Nadgradnja bilateralnega regionalnega
socialnega in zdravstvenega upravljanja za krepitev socialne kohezije
Regio Help is a cross-border initiative of Slovenian and Austrian partners, which
developed a regional health and social management program under the name
"Luiii", helping the seekers find the "right" place faster and more efficiently - past
eexperiences showed that people in need turned to many inadequate institutions
before they found the right one. Regional systems have been set up in which all
relevant actors in the fields of health, social system and economy can participate.
This enables simplified access to the necessary help services supported by intelligent information system which ensures the effective management and further
development of the assistance services actually needed. The users seeking help
can make use of this offer at face-to-face information centers in Voitsberg and
Murska Sobota, at regional authorities, by telephone or via the Internet. The joint
technical base also allows them to seek special offers in the neighboring country.
Established platform for all relevant organizations in the field of social welfare and
health is coordinating demand with the offer of support services .

MORE INFORMATION
The latest programme news and information on events and projects implemented within the programme are available on the
programme website: www.si-at.eu and on Facebook.
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